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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

035076 

O 051150Z FEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9225 
INFO CINCPAC HONOLULU HI IMMEDIATE 
USSAG IMMEDIATE 

SECRET PHNOM PENH 2261 

EXDIS 

DEPT PLEASE PASS SECDEF AND JCS 

SECSTATE FOR ASST SECY HABIB 
JCS FOR GENL BROWN 
CINCPAC FOR ADMIRAL GAYLER 
USSAG FOR LT GENL BURNS 
SECDEF FOR VON MARBOD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, MASS, MMOL, CB 

SUB J : LATEST MEKONG CONVOY ABORTED OWING TO MINES 

1. FEBRUARY 5 EFFORT TO BREAK KC BLOCKADE OF MEKONG ABORTED. 
TWO AMMUNITION BARGES PULLED BY FOUR TUGS RAN INTO MINES 
SOUTH OF PEAM REANG ISLAND. ONLY ONE TUG SURVIVED; THREE 
OTHERS ARE EITHER SUNK OR BEACHED. ONE AMMUNITION BARGE 

IS BEING TOWED BACK INTO VIETNAMESE WATERS BY ONE TUG STILL 
IN COMMISSION. THE OTHER BARGE IS BEING PUSHED BACK OVER 
THE BORDER TO SAFETY BY MNK ESCORT CRAFT. SEVERAL 
MNK ESCORT CRAFT WERE ALSO SUNK OR CRIPPLED IN THIS 
EFFORT TO RUN BLOCKADE. 

2. MAJOR GENERAL HUNT, DEPUTY COMMANDER USSAG, IS 
PRESENTLY IN SAIGON ATTENDING CONFERENCE WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM WASHINGTON, USSAG, SAIGON 

AND PHNOM PENH ON WAYS TO BREAK KC STRANGLEHOLD OVER THE 
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FOR KHMER NAVY AND DISCUSSING WILLINGNESS OF TUG CAPTAINS 
TO MAKE ANOTHER TRY IN THE FUTURE. EVEN IF ALL THESE 
TECHNICAL DETAILS ARE WORKED OUT SATISFACTORILY, WE 
CANNOT ENVISION ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO RUN THE GAUNTLET FOR 
AT LEAST SEVEN DAYS. 

3. ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT WAYS CAN BE FOUND TO 
NEUTRALIZE MINES AND ANOTHER CONVOY CAN BE PUT 
TOGETHER, FANK FORCES ON THE WEST BANK OF THE MEKONG NEAR 
PEAM REAN ISLAND MUST BE SUBSTANTIALLY REINFORCED TO 
SILENCE KC FIRE EMANATING FROM THAT AREA. THIS REQUIRES 
TRANSFERRING ADDITIONAL TROOPS, EQUIVALENT OF ONE 
INTERVENTION BRIGADE, TO THAT POSITION. CINC/FANK SOSTHENE 
FERNANDEZ WILL FROM WHERE FANK CAN WITHDRAW THIS ONE BRIGADE 
FOR INSERTION ON THE LOWER MEKONG. IT WILL PROBABLY 

MEAN WITHDRAWING THE EFFECTIVE MILITARY PROTECTION FROM 
ONE ENCLAVE SINCE CONSTITUTED BRIGADES OUTSIDE OF PHNOM 
PENH ARE PRESENTLY LOCATED ONLY IN KOMPONG CHAM (85TH 
BRIGADE) AND SIEM REAP (10TH BRIGADE). THE WITHDRAWAL 
OF SUCH A BRIGADE FROM AN ENCLAVE MAY WELL MEAN 
SACRIFICING THAT AREA TO THE ENEMY. I AM PLANNING TO 
SEE MARSHAL TOMORROW. ACCOMPANIED BY MY SENIOR ADVISERS, 

IN ORDER TO EXPLORE WITH HIM THE ALTERNATIVES. 

4. IN THE MEANTIME IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE BIRD AIR 
CONTRACT BE AUGMENTED TO PERMIT 20 AIR LANDINGS IN PHNOM 
PENH INSTEAD OF THE 10 PRESENTLY BEING IMPLEMENTED UNDER THE 
CONTRACT. THIS WILL MAINTAIN AMMO STOCKS GIVING US TIME 

TO SEARCH FOR SOLUTION ON THE MEKONG. WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
ANYTHING ADDRESSEES CAN DO TO EXPEDITE PROMPT REVISION 
OF CONTRACT. 

DEAN 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEES. 
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